I4                                STORM   OVER   THE   LAND

all meaning, and for them any compromise would only mark an intermission
filled with further evasions, treacheries, and crimes.

The Crittencen Compromise marched up rhe hill and then marched down
again. The forces against it had been long in growing and breeding, and the
snarl of their release was as ancient as it was modern. Behind each event
operating for peace came another to cancel it. In November the pale light
of the Crittenden concessions might have brought delay and delay would
have staved off secession. But the secession conventions, with curses on the
Union as they declared for 'perpetual separation9, had wrought effects.

From the Six States signed up for revolution now went Commissioners,
agents, and committees, trying to swing the other nine Slave States into line.
They pleaded that Lincoln's election was a decree of race equality, a signal to
the Southern Negroes to kill their masters, bum the barns and crops, viokte
the wives and daughters of the South. 'Property worth not less than four
hundred million dollars' in African slaves, a fixed domestic institution, was
to be confiscated. In politics it was time for separation. Why wait longer?

It was sunset and dawn, moonrise and noon, dying time and birthing Lour,
dry leaves of the last of autumn and springtime blossom roots. 'Nobody
knows, even-body guesses.*

C HAPTER   I!
WAR   CHALLENGE   AT   SUMTER
ON the second day he was President, Lincoln made a cool, dry little speech to
a visiting Pennsylvania delegation, saying he would like to spread the idea
*that we may not, like Pharisees, set ourselves up to be better than other
people*.
As a President he would prefer them to feel 'while we exercise our opinion,
that others have also rights to their exercises of opinions, and that we should
endeavour to allow these rights, and act in such a manner as to create no
bad feeling*.
His second speech that day included thanks to a Massachusetts delegation
for its sanctioning his inaugural address and assuring him of support. He
would hold national views as President: *I hope to be man enough not to
know one citizen of the United States from another, nor one section from
another/
Both these speeches had the equilibrist air of a man refusing to lose self-